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ELS Term-by-term Progression
Reception/Primary 1 Autumn 1: Phase 2

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

/s/ <s>
/a/ <a>
/t/ <t>
/p/ <p>

/i/ <i>
/n/ <n>

/m/ <m>
/d/ <d>

/g/ <g>
/o/ <o>

/c/ <c> <k>

/k/ <ck>
/e/ <e>
/u/ <u>
/r/ <r>

/s/ <ss>
Assess and 
review week

R:1

/h/ <h>
/b/ <b>

/f/ <f> <ff>
/l/ <l> <ll>

I, the, no put, of, is to, go, into pull as, his

Reception/Primary 1 Autumn 2: Phase 3*
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

/j/ <j>
/v/ <v>
/w/ <w>
/ks/ <x> 

/y/ <y>
/z/ <z> <zz>
/kw/ <qu>
/ch/ <ch>

/sh/ <sh>
/th/ <th> 

(voiced and 
unvoiced) 
/ng/ <ng>
/nk/ <nk>

/ai/ <ai>
/ee/ <ee>

/igh/ <igh>
/oa/ <oa>

–es (where 
there is no 

change to the 
root word)
Assess and 
review week 

R:2

Review week  
R:3

he, she, buses we, me, be push was, her my, you

* Phase 3 of ELS covers more than just the Phase 3 graphemes – we introduce some challenge from 
Phase 4 (in the form of adjacent consonants) alongside the Phase 3 teaching to extend children’s 
sounding out and blending skills.

Reception/Primary 1 Spring 1: Phase 3-4
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Review week  
R:4

/oo/ <oo> 
(book)

/ar/ <ar>
/ur/ <ur>
/oo/ <oo> 

(food)
/or/ <or>

/ow/ <ow>
/oi/ <oi>

/ear/ <ear>
/air/ <air>

/ure/ <ure>
/er/ <er>

/oa/ <ow>

Assess and 
review week  

R:5

Review week  
R:6

they, all, are ball, tall when, what

Reception/Primary 1 Spring 2: Phase 3-4
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Review week  
R:7

Review week  
R:8

Review week  
R:9

Review week
R:10

Assess and 
review week  

R:11

Review week  
R:12

said, so, have were, out, like some, come, 
there

little, one, do children, love
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Reception/Primary 1 Summer 1: Phase 4
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Phase 4:1 
CVCC

–ed /ed/

Phase 4:2 
CCVC

–ed /t/

Phase 4:3  
CCVCC
–ed /d/

Phase 4:4  
CCCVC

Assess and 
review week

R:13

Phase 4:5 
CCCVCC
–er –est

Reception/Primary 1 Summer 2: Phase 5 introduction
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

/ai/ <ay>
/ow/ <ou>
/igh/ <ie>
/ee/ <ea>

–le

/oi/ <oy>
/ur/ <ir>

/(y)oo/ <ue>
/or/ <aw>

/w/ <wh>
/f/ <ph>

/(y)oo/ <ew>
/oa/ <oe>

/or/ <au>
/ee/ <ey>
/ai/ <a–e>
/ee/ <e–e>

Assess and 
review week

R:14

/igh/ <i–e>
/oa/ <o–e>

/(y)oo/ <u–e>
/s/ <c>

oh, their people, Mr, 
Mrs

your, ask, 
should

would, could, 
asked

house, mouse, 
water

want, very

Year 1/Primary 2 Autumn 1: Phase 5
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Assess and 
review week  

Y1:1

Review week  
Y1:2

Revise:  
/ai/ <ay> 
/ow/ <ou> 
/igh/ <ie>
/ee/ <ea>

Revise:
/oi/ <oy>
/ur/ <ir>

/(y)oo/ <ue>
/or/ <aw>

Assess and 
review week  

Y1:3

Revise:
/w/ <wh>
/f/ <ph>

/(y)oo/ <ew>
/oa/ <oe>

Year 1/Primary 2 Autumn 2: Phase 5
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Revise:
/or/ <au>
/ee/ <ey>
/ai/ <a–e>
/ee/ <e–e>

Revise:
/igh/ <i–e>
/oa/ <o–e>

/(y)oo/ <u–e>
/s/ <c>

/ee/ <y>
/or/ <al> 

(walk)
Review week  

Y1:4

Review week  
Y1:5

Assess and 
review week  

Y1:6

Review week  
Y1:7

please, once any, many, 
again

who, whole where, two



©Knowledge Schools Trust Enterprises Ltd 2021. Copying permitted within the purchasing school only.

9

Year 1/Primary 2 Spring 1: Phase 5
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Review week  
Y1:8

/ai/ <a> 
(acorn)

/ai/ <ey> 
(they)

/ai/ <ea> 
(great)

/ai/ <eigh> 
(weight)
/ar/ <a> 
(father)  

/ee/ <e> (he)
/igh/ <i> (find) 
/igh/ <y> (by)

/oa/ <o> (go)
/o/ <a> (was)

/oo/ <u> 
(push)

/y/+/oo/ <u>
(music)
/c/ <ch> 
(school)

/sh/ <ch> 
(chef)

/e/ <ea> 
(head)

/ur/ <or> 
(world)

/ur/ <ear> 
(learn)

/oo/ <ou> 
(soup)

/oa/+/l/ <oul> 
(shoulder)
/ee/ <ie> 

(brief)
/v/ <ve> (have)
/i/ <y> (gym)

Assess and 
review week  

Y1:9

/air/ <are> 
(care)

/air/ <ere> 
(there)

/air/ <ear> 
(pear)

/ch/ <tch> 
(catch)

here, sugar, 
friend

because

Year 1/Primary 2 Spring 2: Phase 5
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

/u/ <o> 
(brother)

Review week  
Y1:10

/j/ <g> (gem)
/j/ <ge>(fringe)

/j/ <dge> 
(bridge)
/s/ <st> 
(listen)

/s/ <ce> 
(fence)
/s/ <se> 
(house)

/n/ <gn> (sign)
/n/ <kn> 
(knee)

/r/ <wr> (wrap)
/m/ <mb> 

(lamb)

/z/ <se> 
(cheese)
/z/ <ze> 
(freeze)

/ear/ <eer> 
(cheer)

/ear/ <ere> 
(here)

/sh/ <ti> 
(patient)

/sh/ <ti> –tion
(station)

Assess and 
review week  

Y1:11

/ar/ <al> (half)
/or/ <augh> 

(caught)
/sh/ <ss> 
(session)
/zh/ <si> 
(vision)
/sh/ <ti> 
–tious 

(scrumptious)
/sh/ <ci> 

(delicious)
–ous,  

–ion, –ian

Year 1/Primary 2 Summer 1, Summer 2 : all phases
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Review all previously taught GPCs for reading and spelling, and teach further rarely-used GPCs 
(see Appendix ii).
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Reception Contents

Assessment Name GPCs and Words (real and pseudo) Covered ‘On Track’ Percentage

EY Aut1 GPCs: s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, ss 

Words: at, pat, tip, tin, map, sad, pig, got, cat, kit, 
sock, den, duck, red

70% GPCs (12/17)

There is no ‘on track’ for words as blending 
is a new skill.

EY Aut2 GPCs: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, th, 
ng, nk, ai, ee, igh, oa

Words: less, huff, vex, yell, jazz, quiz, chill, wish, 
bang, honk, nail, teeth, light, foam

Pseudo: beff, gock, wint, queem, jaib, vight

83% GPCs (20/24)

There is no ‘on track’ for words as blending 
is a new skill, as a guide, if children have 
‘on track’ recall for GPCs they should be 
able to decode and blend approximately 
50% of the real words.

EY Spr1 GPCs: oo, ar, ur, oo, or, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er, ow

Words: cook, charm, curl, scoop, short, frown, join, 
years, flair, pure, ladder, grow

Pseudo: zooch, quair, tarsh, goid, plear, fleebow

75% GPCs (9/12)

>66% Real words (8/12)

EY Spr2 Words: fan, egg, miss, cow, pure, snow, burn, wait, 
torch, coast, chest, point, herbs, books, spark, 
stairs, sport, scoop, wait, three, clear

>70% Real words

EY Sum1 cvcc ccvc ccvcc cccvc and suffix -ed /ed/ /t/ /d/

Words: painted, bumped, joined, fixes, spotted, 
dressed, stormed, crushes, blended, stamped, 
printed, sprained, strapped, scrolled, splashes

Pseudo: laig, spown, thurb, zerd, fure, glinked

>70% Real words

EY Sum2 GPCs: ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, 
au, ey, a-e, e-e

Words: play, shout, tie, dream, joy, bird, clue, 
lawn, wheel, dolphin, screw, tiptoe, haunt, donkey, 
quake, athlete

Pseudo: phid, whem, claup, droy, scabe, fleme

68% GPCs (11/16) 
>68% Real words (11/16)
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Year 1 Content

Assessment Name GPCs and Words (real and pseudo) Covered ‘On Track’ Percentage for GPCs

K1 Aut1 GPCs: ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw 

Words: spray, proud, dried, treat, enjoy, third, 
bluebell, awning.

Pseudo: flay, frout, zied, cheans, oyt, hirx, creud, 
jawp.

75% GPCs (6/8)

75% Real words (6/8)

K1 Aut2 GPCs: wh, ph, ew, oe, au, ey, a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e, 
c, y, al

Words: whisper, nephew, goes, launched, chimney, 
named, extreme, lime, globe, flute, city, walked

Pseudo: phape, whoin, shude, plice, cralk, drepe, 
shroe, voppy

85% GPCs (13/14)

75% Real words (9/12)

K1 Spr1 Words: acorn, they, steak, weight, rather, she, 
blind, flying, photo, wand, awful, music, chemist, 
chef, feather, working, learn, group, shoulder, field, 
swerve, gym

Pseudo: frew, flawp, zey, phobe, ulf, thazz, hiff, 
scrime

>75% Real words (17/22)

K1 Spr2 Words: share, there, bear, catch, monkey, gem, 
gentle, fringe edge, squidge, listen, bounce, 
prince, mouse, horse, sign, gnome, knee, knight, 
write, wrench, climb, noise, raised, squeeze, 
breeze, cheer, here, option

Pseudo: cax, jash, coid, ter, paip, riss, zeb, chueg

>75% Real words (23/29)

K1 Sum1 This follows the same structure as a PSC (12, 8, 8, 
12). We have put real words first to assess the GPCs 
taught in Week 6 of Spring 2.

Pass mark 32/40 (80%)

K1 Sum2 This is a prepared story extract with questions. 
Please time how long it takes your children to 
read the passage. By the end of KS1, we expect 
children to read at 90 words per minute (0.66 wps). 
This passage is 90 words long. There are questions 
to support your understanding of the child’s 
comprehension.

Children reading this is less than 1min and 
20 seconds (0.88 wps)

Those children who have <% than the ‘on track’ percentage may benefit from additional review inside the 
classroom as well as 1:1 intervention. 


